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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes
Picture Retake Day has been rescheduled for Tuesday, November 23rd.

The Fall 2021 Family Survey was sent out and is open until 3 pm today. At this time, we have about 46% of our families
that have responded so far. If you are not able to find the email in your inbox, please check your junk/spam folder for
an email from Panorama. The survey will take about 13-15 minutes to complete. The feedback will help us better
understand what is going well for our students and families and where we need to improve.

We are so excited to share that we are hosting our first ever Thanksgiving Shoebox Parade! It is sure to be fun for
everyone! This is an optional fun activity for your child/family to complete at home. Shoebox "Floats" can be brought
into school on Friday, November 19th. We'll set them up and have classes walk through to view the floats on the week
of Thanksgiving. This activity compliments the Principal Read Aloud of Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet that
Mrs. Burns is doing this month. Here are some examples:



A few weeks ago, I shared an update on the upcoming planned enrichment/field trips for K-2.  This week, I’m thrilled to
share the update for grades 3-5.  Again, thank you to all the families that have contributed to the PTO dues collection
so that we can enhance the teaching and learning at Cole School, and thanks to Mrs. Bonzagni and Mrs. Doherty for
organizing all of this for us.  It is truly remarkable!

All School Program:

● FEBRUARY 14 - Tanglewood Marionettes - Cinderella grades K-2 and An Arabian Adventure - grades 3-5
● MARCH 28 - Sheryl Faye presents Ruth Bader Ginsburg - all grades

3rd Grade Programs:

● OCTOBER 25 - Virtual visit with Meteorologist Sarah Wroblewski from WBZ-TV - complete
● NOVEMBER 8 - Plimoth Patuxet field trip
● NOVEMBER 15 + 22  - Wampanoag and Colonial classroom visit
● SPRING - working on virtual or in person visit to the Boston Tea Party Museum

4th Grade Programs:

● SPRING - STEM Spark - looking into Light and Sound and Vibes
● SPRING - Duxbury Maritime

5th Grade Programs:

● SEPTEMBER 27 - Northeast Passage Living Beyond Disability - Similarity Awareness Program – complete
● DECEMBER 1 - The Christmas Carol at The Company Theater
● Week of DECEMBER 13 - Author Dan Gemeinhart
● JANUARY 25 + 27 - South Shore Art Center Cohasset - Artist in Residence will come to Cole
● FEBRUARY 16 - Museum of Science

The Cole School Book Fair at Storybook Cove is taking place now. Please be sure to check out the Storybook Cove
website to purchase online or visit the store in person if you’re looking for some new books.

Please join me in welcoming our new school nurse, Jacqueline Cregg, to Cole School. Nurse Cregg has been an RN at
Massachusetts General Hospital for the last six years. In addition to that work, she has also been a COVID nurse and
nurse substitute for the Norwell Schools. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Public Health from UMass Amherst and
her nursing degree from Northeastern University. We are thrilled to have her join our team! Her first day will be Friday,
November 12th. We will have nurse substitute coverage and coverage provided by the other Norwell Schools nurses
until that time.  Please join me in thanking our nursing team for filling in when needed!

Like every other surrounding community, we are in need of substitute teachers and substitute nurses. In Norwell, we
use an automated system (AESOP) to plug in absences and match up with available substitutes. Substitutes can opt to
work only identified days. In addition, there are options for some open jobs to just work in either the morning or
afternoon to provide coverage. If you or someone you know might be interested, please apply on the Norwell Schools
employment page.  We can use the help!

November’s Lunch Menu click here

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the  Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

https://www.applitrack.com/norwellschools/onlineapp/
https://www.applitrack.com/norwellschools/onlineapp/
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043


Counselor’s Corner
A continued reminder that Mrs. Walsh is currently on maternity leave through late November.  Dr. Leah Ciolkosz
(School Psychologist) is here and available for support, resources, or to help answer any questions.  You can
reach out to her (leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org) or your child’s teacher with any social emotional concerns.

As we enter November, the holiday season will be upon us before you know it. If your family needs some support
to provide a holiday dinner or gifts for your children please reach out to Dr. Ciolkosz who can confidentially
connect you with resources.

Library Corner

Interested in helping out in the library? Ms. McGarry is looking for 2-4 volunteers who are able
to help out about 1 hour a week shelving books.  We circulate approximately 1,000 books a week,
and currently I am shelving them all by myself, which is taking time away from processing new
books, ordering new books, filling birthday book orders, etc.  Any help would be greatly
appreciated!

Please note that volunteer hours are available between 9:00-11:30 and 1:00-3:00 Tuesday-Friday, and volunteers
must be CORI-ed. Please email michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org if interested. Thank you!

Art with Mr. Menice
All grades have been having a lot of fun working on their fall lessons over the past month.

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

mailto:michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org


Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Now that field trips are back -- hooray! -- and we have so many exciting enrichments on the horizon, it's time to
launch our Annual Dues Campaign! The suggested Cole School PTO Dues are $60 per child/per year. This may
seem like an arbitrary amount, but please note that by paying these dues, we don't have to request small
amounts/checks to be sent in every time we schedule another amazing enrichment for your children!

What do your Dues do?

● Fund field trips and their necessary (and expensive) bus transportation
● Cover the cost of in-school enrichments such as local authors, performances, hands-on activities, etc.
● Support our fantastic staff with periodical Teacher Luncheons and on-site celebrations
● Supply our teachers with class-specific AND grade-wide tools and technologies (and even still, our

teachers often pay for materials out of their own paychecks)

Paying your dues is a great way to raise up our Cole School Community! There are a few easy ways to pay:

1. Send in a personal check in with your student, made out to the Cole School PTO (please note student
names on the memo line)

2. Via Venmo, at @ColeSchool-PTO (please note student names in the "what's it for?" section)

Thank you for your support!



WINTER 2022 NORWELL REC. PROGRAM REGISTRATION BEGINS WEDNESDAY 12/1/21!
Norwell Recreation’s Winter 2022 Program Guide will be delivered to all Norwell Resident households and PO
Boxes between 11/12/21 and 11/17/21. ONLINE REGISTRATION for all Winter 2022 programs begins at 10:00
am on Wednesday 12/1/21 for Norwell Residents only!  Mail-In, Walk-In and Non-Resident Registration begins on
Wednesday 12/8/21 at 10:00 am.

In Winter 2022, Norwell Recreation Department will also offer a variety of new and unique leisure opportunities for
all ages.  Norwell Recreation is excited to bring back Norwell Rec Hoops for Grades 1-8 and Ski/Snowboard
Lessons at Blue Hills (with transportation and supervision provided).  The Norwell Recreation Department’s
COVID Guidelines will be consistent with all State, Local, and School protocols as they are determined.  Due to
the ever-changing dynamics surrounding COVID, programs and policies are subject to cancellation or change.

Norwell Recreation has partnered with CivicRec to implement its parks and recreation management software
solution including Online Registration.  Residents are advised to create and establish your new Norwell
Recreation CivicRec account at https://secure.rec1.com/MA/norwell-ma/catalog to ensure a smooth online
registration process on the day of registration. CivicRec is functional on all internet browsers but is optimized for
Google Chrome usage.

Winter 2022 Program Information is currently available to view on the CivicRec platform and the Winter 2022
Norwell Recreation Program Guide is available to view, print or download at:
https://www.townofnorwell.net/sites/g/files/vyhlif1011/f/uploads/winter_2022_brochure_revised_11_4_21.pdf
Norwell Recreation Department is located at Town Hall 345 Main St., Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday
9:00am-12:00pm.   For more information visit www.townofnorwell.net or call (781) 659-8046.
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